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JOEN A. LOGAN.

BY MIS,

s 1IE news from Fort
#9 T Henry made a pro-

et
b’ ‘et_‘-_‘-. R found impression
Y74 upon the people of
the North. They re- ‘

2 ;l___ alized thien a3 not be-
i (A Y 4 ! fore that the war for
R - | —— .
B L § ¥ 7= the preservation of
7

T the Union was a seri- |
ot ous matter; that it
ﬁ‘,_ S\ was to be a long and
.:,:;. trying experience, in

whichthe Unionarmy
was at Iast fairly embarked. Our forceshad
met the enemy on Southern soil and won
the first great contest in the West, They
knew mow that the war meant the meet-
ing of the foe at every step and no re-
treat umless driven back by his superior
force.

All eyes were now turned to Fort Donel-
gon @s the plan of Gen, Grant seemed to
dawn upon the people. They saw that the
capture of Nashville and the railrcads be-
yond, and s union with Gea. Buell’s forces,
must be coutempisted by the commander.
Tley were aware that fortifieations bad been |
erected upon the river at Dover, ouder the
siciilful direciion of Gen. Polk, 2 man of
reputed genins and experience, and not un-
naturaily they hed an exaggerated idea of
them as someihing prodigious io strengin
and in every way formidable, if not abso- |
lutely impregoable. They kncw, also, that |
the country iying between the iwo rivers
(Tennessee aud Comberiand ) was intersected
by ionomerable smsll streams and deep
momsses, and at that time this counlry was
almost eovered with jce and water. Jast
enough had leaked out from the dispatches
between Gen. Graot and the War Depart-
paent to make it known positively thet the
troops would go directly from Fort Henry
across the country to Fort Donelson, while
gt the same time the boats would go around
by the river and eco-operate with the land
forces in the sieze, as tuey had done in the
cese of Fort Heury. It was not expected,
bowever, that the gunboats could reduce
Fort Dopelson as quickly as they had Fort
Heary, without much aid from the army.

The weather continued so unpropitions
that il was fezred the army would hardly be
abie to yeach Dover, and that if they should
they would be in such a condition after
their exposare in the mud and water under
foot, and the sleet and bitterly-cold winds
sbout them they could do nothing, and
suight fail in their attempt to capture the
works. With saxiety something akin to
that of the conderaned awailing execulion,
the people listened to news from the front.

The telegraph office was besieged night
and day, and the '
EIEELTS WERE FULL OF DISTRESSED MEN |

AND WOMEX, |
cach looking with pencirating eagerness into
the face of every person from whom they |
coulid hope to receive thie least fidings, They
were wrough!t up to the highest pitch of |
anxiety for those whom all kuew were {reez-
jug asd suffering somewlere around Fort
Donelson.

At Jast the dreaded message came, It
was appalling. The dispatches znnouneced
that & nuwmber of Iilinois's best and bravest |
officers and men were killed culright, while
bhoodreds of olhers were wounded. They
koew that of that nomber few wonld sur-
vive, becanse of Lhe exposure o which they
had been suljected during the siege.
Chrouph ice and snow and merciless storms

B

town of Dover. There, Liungry, wet and |
cold, they had been obliged to lie down
withoot danog to make fires, lest the
encmy ghouvld discover the lights and open
their batteries upon them before they were
io a position to reply.

The news spread over the whole country
s swiltly as it could be carried by the elee-
tric wires, and from every quarter the peo-
ple rushed to Cairo, hoping to be aliowed

| few days,” he eoncluded.

| in my miod, and that was to go up the river

] burried over the ronzh road as rapidly ﬂSI

they thought they eonid travel in those days,
arriving at Cairo at 4:30 in the morning, We
found at that weird hour all was coninsion |
and excitement. Every face wore a look ni':
anxiety. The southern Illinois troops were
engaged in the expadition, but it was very
hard to lesrn of the fute of individuals. The
first thing I did after our arrival was to go
directly to the commanpding officer at post
headguarters, to secure if per-
mission to go up the river and to find out
which boat started frst with the sup-
plies that we knew wonld surely be sent,
Hurrying to headquarters, T was re-
lieved by the glad tidings that Col. Logan
killed, He was, however, severely |

Impatience succceded despair,
aud I begeed carnestly of the commanding
officer for the coveted pAass, With moistencd
eyes he assored me of his regret that a
military necessity forbade him to grant my
request. The orders were imperative (hat
no person should be allowed to go up the
river. He said T conld not have the pass.
“The wounded will be brouzht down in a
Telling him that
should be ever tuke the feld and be over-
taken by the misfortunes of war I bhoped a
military neces=ity would not keep his wife
away from him, T turned and almost stag-
gered out of the office. T had but vue thought

lu'r-‘--.l e

was not
wonnded.

to Fort Douelson, if I went in a skiff rowed
by a contraband,

Remenibering that dear old Col. Dunlap
was the Post Quartermaster, and that he
would know which beat wonld start out
first with the supplies that mast be sent to
the ammy, I was not loog in fiuding him.
He w
I knew his position, aud (bat he wonld not
dore to tell me what I wished most o know.
I hardly knew what te sayordo. He was
very kind and sympathetic, and T ventured
to ask bim: “ Colopel, if you dexired togo to
Fort Douelson immedistely, which boat

would yon board 27

asbusy

orderinestores for gome sleamer,

His tender heart eould not inflict another
blow upon one half franmtic with goref and
suspense, IHe came close to me and whis-
pered iu my ear,

“THE CITY OF MEVPHIS."

| With breashless haste I almost ran to the

shore and down the muddy bank, fbreading

| my way as best I conld among the bustling |

stevedores who were loading the stores.
Watching my opportunity I walked the
slippery gaungway until halted by the guard

OrFy 170 TuE OrHER BOAT.

on the deck. I told him I belonged to Col.

| Danlap’s family, nud that I was to go on

board to wait for bim ; that he would come
very soun. After cousaltation with the Cap-
tain, it was finally derided that I could wait
in the cabin for Col. Dunlap.,

My fetherand brother-in-law, T. M. Logan,
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Col. Matson’s Agonizing Effort to Ride Two Horses Goingz in Opposite Directions,

like adrowning one at astraw, T felt surethat
the aunouncewent was & rood omen. I went
to meet him. He told me that having learned
I was on the City of Memphis, and wizhed
so much to go to Fort Donelson, he had
rowed over {o ask me to go with him. He
declared that he would soon pull ont, and
would certainly reach Donelson before the
City of Memphis; that Gov. Morton, of In-
diana, had chartered his hoat to go to look
after the troops of his State engaged in the
giege; that the Governor and his staff were
then on board aud would soon be ready to
start, and thatif I would go with him

HE WOULD LET ME DOWN OVER TIHE SIDE
of the Memphis ioto the yawl lying there,
and would certainly take me safely to
his old friend, Col. Logan. Possessed of but
one desire—to join my huasband—I followed
him and we were soon under way.

The Cuptain’s boat wus a swall stern-
wheel steamer, and I can still hear Lhe pant-
ing of hee engine as she labored up the
stream, with blocks of ice obstructing the
channel all the way. Eating but little and
slecping-less, we could only look ont on the
river, whichh at this season of high water
had stretched far over its banks, covering
the lowlands and making a formidable tor-
rent.

In the morning at about 9 o'clock we
came in gight of FMort Donelson, and saw
the Stars aud Stripes waving above its
ramparts, Despite the sorrow and anxiety
of our hearts we cunid not help greet-
ing it with joy. As we approached the
lnuding we saw the headquarters flag flying
from the Unele Sam. Instinctively 1 felt
that Col. Logan was on that boat, 1 knew
Gen, Grant would have him there if Le was
still alive. I asked a friend to call to the

had accompanied me to Cairo, but learning
of the diflicaity of procuring permits, they
decided to let me try fo get one first, and if
I sheuld suceeed for mysell I might be able
to get ancther for one of them to go with
me,

Afier getting on board the hoat T wrote n
note to my father to let him know where 1
was, #nd to ask him to send a package
hastily pat togetber for the journey. 1 sent
the note "J. a ‘:"d.‘l.'l“']ill;f tothe hotel, .‘1“ i];l}’
long they kept loading the boat, stowing
away stores in every conceivable corner, 1
watched every vessel to see if any moved
out heading up the river. A nnmber came
down and rounded to. Among them was

_ _ | oD loaded down to the water's edwe with
of hall and rain they pushed their way to |

the eavirous of the strouyg!y-fortified litte |

All were anxious to know
who they could beand what it meant. Sud-
denly

buman beinys,

THE MYSTERY WAS SOLVED.

They were prisovers from Fort Donelson,
and 2 melaucholy looking lot they were, I
will never forget the impression made upon
me as I looked upon these men huddled to-
gether on the lower deck, the guard and the
hurricane deck, poorly clad in every color
and guality of material, Many had bid-
quilts, blankets, pieces of carpet and home-

to go to the victoricus battlefield. They
wanted to care for the wonuded and bring
howe their loved ones who had fallen, that
they might sleep in the churchyards of their
kindred and friends. Among the pumber
w Lo hastened to Cairo to embark on the first
vesacl destioed for the army was myselll 1
was distracted by the first dispatches, which
zeporied
QOL. LOGARX ETLLED

sud Lient.-Col. J. H White and many others
killed or wounded. These saessages were
geovived at 10 o'cdlock Monday moruing.

The gicge had ended on Friday evening
before. There was no poscible chance to
reach Cairountil 430 o'clock the next morn-
iog. Iiis impossible to turn back to those
sgonizing tiwes, row long past, sod picture
them in the vividuess of their reality. Saf-
fering sll the anxiety of such a blow, and
earrounded by others like affiicied, I waited
untid 1:30 a m. o tuke the train. The cars
were full of unxious, grief-stricken men and
women, and my heart, weary with the bor-
den of my own sorrow aud seeing the wo of
otbers, sank within me.

With scarcely standing room we were

spun cloth, formed into a cloak or wrap by
doubling one end over and runniaga piece of
rope or cord through the fold and tying
it around the neck. Those who could not
| get s makeshifl for an overcoat looked
| pinched and bloe with cold. Their bungry,
| gaunt faces and forlorn condition made one
pity them, and wonder why they had leit
their homes and friends to sufler in a cause
that could do them no good even were it
suceessful. They Lad been hurried down
to Cairo to be sent North to Camp
Donglas, at Chicago, or to Camp Chase, at
Daytom, 0. The discomforizs théy were en-
during, the change of climate at that in-
clement season, and the prospect of going to
a still more rigorous one, made them ap-
pear doleful beyond description. They
were not long in being transferred 1o the
cars to continue their nuhappy journey.
The weary hours dragged on and we were
not under way. The day seemed intermina-
ble. About 4 o'clock in the afterncon the
Captain of the City of Memphis came and
said that Capt. —— wanted to see me.
Recognizing immediately the pame of a
former clicut of my husband's, and catching

ofiicers standing on the deck of the Uncle
| Sam as we neared that boat, and inguire if

' they knew where Col. Logan was. They

| looked at ug & moment and then the reply
came back: “He's on this boat. Dring
| Mrs, Logan here” Ouar Captain dropped
| along side, and 1 was soon mounting the
| stairs to find my husband stretched on
a cot in the forward eabin. Capt. Churehill,
of the 11th 1Il, lay very near on another
eot, and many others had been there, bnt had
| been sent that day to the Cairo, Mound City
| and Sf. Louis Lospitals, and some Lo their
homes,

Thin and wan, Col. Logan looked like

death. A fear!ul illness hod followed his
exposure and wound, The doctors in-
- __.:—.____';?'4?‘_{_‘!‘—;.-_—-

e A

e

- e —————
3-’?.;’ =
o s = e P F

L= by

i
gotei ot A I
i T~

o) G
ok N\
£ i N

Fixping Hee HUSBAND,

gisted that his arm must be amputated at
the ghonlder, He bad lain all this time in
the same clothes he had worn in the siege.
It was Thursday, and he bhad been carried
from the field the Saturday before. The
loss of blood from his wound had been so
great that he was too weak to stand on his
feet, he had a scorching fever, and was
altogether in an alarming condition., De-
voutly thankfal that I had been permitted
to see him alive, I watched and nursed him
for many long days and npights. One lady
had probably kept him alive by her tender
care, Mis M. M, Bayue, of Quiucy, Ill,

whose gallant hushaud, Colonel of the 55th

L., afterward lost his right arm.

Gen. Grant's headquarters was in the
Indies’ caliin, where all the business con-
neeted with the army ander him was trans-
acted, The Orderlies, with their dangling
swords, were busy passing to and fro with
orders and dispatehés, Col. Logan was de-
termined to know all that was going on,

CoL. LLogAN Leamxa Hi1s REGIMERT.

and had never given up the command of his
regiment,
a junior Captain, his Lieutenant-Colonel, J.
H. White, and two of the senior Captains
having been killed, while the other officers
were seriously wounded. His Major was
Provost-Marshal at Cairo, and did not reach
Fort Donclson for several days.

Gen. Grant was extremely kind, doing all
in his power to make ns comfortable. He
told us all the cheerful news he knew, and
wrole a strong letter to the Secretary of
War, recommending Col. Logan’s promotion
to a Brigadier-Generzlship. He told my
husband that he was determined, if possi-
ble, to have men with him who would know
no delay or defeat, and who would win such
victories as would relieve them of
THE CAPTIOUS DALLYING OF SUPERIOR

OFFICERS
that had bhindered every movement for
many months, He was preparing to move
around to Savannah, n small town on the
Tennessee River.

Eewlizing the necessity of getting Col
Logun toa more quiet place, and because
the Uncle Sam was to take Gen. Grant
and his headduarters to Savanuah, I had
him removed to a house in Dover that the
Surgeon of the 31st Ill Lad secured as a
regimental hospital,

Maj. Kuykendal had arrived from Cairo,
and we finally pesuaded my husband to
turn over the comiuand of the regiment {o
him. For three weeks we staid in the deso-
late house, despoiled of every comfort it had
ever possessed, We bhad simply a small tin
pan, a little camp-kettle, and a skillet in
which te cook all we ate.

Soldiers are full of resonrces in providing
ways and means, and so, aided by the genins
of one of the faithful 3kst, who was with us
constantly, we ggon had a johnny-cake
board polished aad ready for use. By heat-
ing it quite bot and turning it up in front
of a good woad fire, we made delicious corn-
bread and beaten bisenit, cooking first one
course, and when dome putting it on hot
stones to keep it warm. Thus we were en-
abled to prepare guile palatable meals with
the one pan and skillet.

Many of the officers came tosee us and
told me the most thrilling stories of the
march of 12 miles across the country from
Fort lienry, through almost impassable
mud and water, and how for 48 hours they
had lain on the ground, the sleet freezing
as fast as it fell, until their clothes were lit-
erally covered with ice. It required all
their ingenuity to keep their ammunition
dry, but nota murmur was heard as they
lay on their arms patiently waiting for the
dawn on the morrow, The rations in
their haversacks were anything but invit-
ing, but kept them from famishing and
they ate them with a relish, They told

He directed everything through |

how the wind blew and the sharp points of
the sleel ent their faces and ears, and chilled
the very bLlood in their veins, Daylight
only bronght relief from the horrorsof dark-
ness, They related how they discovered at
daybreak the attempt of the enemy fo flank
our army or cut their way out, and it was
not long before that part of the line was en-
gaged in a conflict that was doomed to be
conlested to the death. The men of the
West and the Sonth, with fhe same experi-
ence and tempermment, met like Greek
meeting Greck, and one or the other was
bound to fall. The battle coutinued until
all along the Jine, from left lo right, it was a
| hand-to-hand fight. Toward 4 o'clock in
one part of the line it was discovered that
the ammunition was giving out, and that
the greatest skill must be used, or they
would be left without a round in their
cartridge-boxes with which to repel the im-
petuous foe. They expecled every moment
that the enemy would fall upon them with
a tremendous foree of Lheir well-rested and
well-equipped men.

The brave old 31st and 11th Ill. were sup-
porting each other, and

HAD PLEDGED THEIR FAITH

to keep that section of the besieged forees in
check, and to allow no break in their own
front. No braver or truer men ever stood in
battle ; no regiments ever had braver com-
manders than Col. John A. Logan and Col.
Ransom, Every man there was ready to
follow them fo victory or a soldier’s death.
Both commanders saw the erisis impending
and stood aghast. They sent to the rear for
ammunition and reinforcements, but none
came. Almost their last rounds were gone,
and nearer and nearer came the encmy,
They had been repulsed again and again,
but what could they do should another
avalanche of rebel bullets sweep down upon
them ?

Col. Logan proposed that the 31st stretch
out its lines and hold them until the last
shot was fired; then, that Col. Ransom
should take their place with the grand old
11th as the 31st drew ont and formed again
in the rear, It was hoped that by these tac-
tics the 11th could hold ount

UNTIL AMMUNITION CAME,

Col. Ransom agreed to the proposition. How
well they kept the faith and held their place
the list of killed and wounded officers and
men of the 3lst tells best, Col, Logan was
wounded in the shonlder; Lieut.-Col. J. H.
White was killed instantly while lcading a
charge; every senior Captain was either
killed or wounded, and many of the men
were borne from the field, or lay dead where
they had fallen. When they had fired the
lasy shot and still no ammunition came, and
the battie was unabated, they fell back, and
the 11th moved forward and took their place.
A long trench filled with the dead of the
11th on that field told the tale of their cour-
age and the gallant holding of the line, Col.
Ransom was wounded, and many officers of
his regiment were either killed or wounded,

Almost

EXHAUSTED AND FROZEN,

the brave fellows came up to their work like
veterans of many battles. Eangerly they
gazed toward the fort, expecting to see the
troops of the garrison sally forth toreinforce
those already outside. But the gunboats
and artillery kept up a shower of well-
directed iron bail that held them busy inside
the fortifications. Undaunted, all night they
lay upon their arms waiting for the dawn
which should bring a renewal of the assanlt,
They were ready for it, but it was never
made. Gen. Grant had conveyed the intel-
ligenee to Gen. Duckner that he proposed
“to move upon hLis works immediately,”
and, without further resistance, the rebel
commander decided to make an “uncondi-
tional surrender.”

While expecting, therefore, to be again in
the death-grapple, the soldiers of that gal-
lant army were greeted with the picture of
the white flag floating from the staif within
the fort. Sheuts went up from many throats,
elecirifying the weary troops and iuspiring
their commander with the glorious news of
the victory won. Instead of hearing the prder
to advance, they were soon engaged in the
rejoicings incident to success and relief from
the weary struggle with the elements and
the enemy through which they had passed.
A detail from each company and regiment
was made to go in search of the wounded
and to collect the dead.

Troops marched inside the fortifications
to gnard the prisoners and man the fort
Others were ordered to encamp on the field,
while still others pushed forward to Clarkes-
ville and Nashville, arviving barely in time
to see the flying foe, who left everything
bekind aud joined Johuston's army,

in Dixie.

Service Undar tha Shadow of the
Hangman’s Noose,
RAILROAD WRECKERS.
Intercepting Messages Over
Rebel Wiras.

NEWS OF DEFEAT.

The Stoneman Command in a

VYery Tight Place.

—_— e -

[copynianT, 1557.1

THINK I bhave al-
ready said that I can-
not give the exact
ronte or path of Stone-
man's great raid, It
does not make much
difference which route
we took; all that I am
positive about is that
it was o very crooked
path, but we got there
all the same. One of
the towne we rencheil
, while on the route was
Louniza Conrt-hoase,
In Virginia all the
Countyseats are naméd alter the County.
Louisa Court-house was not much of a town
to caplure, to he sure, but it was direetly in
rear of Gen. Lee’s a :

piace we loitered for a half day or more,
| while our forces were up and down the roads
tearing up railroud iracks and burning
bridges.

Somewhere in this neighborlicod is the
railroad ronning between Gordonsville and
Richmond. This track was torn up,and all
the railroad route to Manassas Gap and
Washiogton city from the South was made
useless,

HOW A RAILROAD IS DESTROYED.

Most of the readers kinow how a railroad
track is destroyed in war, o I shall describe
it very briefly. Of course we were supplied
with the “tools” for drawieg spikes from
the ties guickly. A nuomber of rails at a
certain point are lifted; the cross-ties are

reny. Io this guiet old

s
et e e

Curring THE WIRES.

then taken up and built into a sort of open-
work brick-kiln-shaped pile several feet
high, being quite narrow at the top. On
top of this pila of well oil-sonked, weather-
dried logs are laid the iron rails which bave
been lifted from them. These are pladed so
that the middle of the rail rests on the ties,
the long, heavy ends baing balaneed over the
gides. A fire is Kindled in (he tie-pile; the
grease in the ties, perhuaps aided a little by
more combustibles, soon makes as fierce a
fire as comes from the top of a furnace.
The ties burn up slowly, but with such a
constant heat that the iron rails soon become
red hot. While in this soft condition the
overhanging weight of the long ends causes
them to bend and twist out of shape, This
renders the rails utterly useless for a rail-
road track. They become old serap-iron, and
must be worked over at a mill before they
can be used again as rails. 1t eannot be
straightened out by any process that will
admit of its being again used in rebuilding
the destroyed tracks,

I saw at one point on the track where
these hot rails had heen lifted off the fire
and twisted aroond the trunks of trees.
After they had cooled in that shape, the
only way to get the old iron was to eut
down the tree and lilv the loop over the
stump. Of ecourse the rebels could repair
the tracks in time, but to do this required
geveral days in which new rails could be
transported to the spot.

Right here I will say that one of of the
purposes of this raid to Richmond was to
destroy the immense Tredegar Iron Works
on the James River. This large establish-
ment supplied the Confederates with nearly
all their iron materials, such 83 cannon,
shells, bridge material, and a thousand other
articles necessary in war. To have effected
its demolition would have most seriously
crippled the rebellion.

Of course the details for this anticipated
railroad destruction had been carefully
planned before we started. All the neces-
sary appliances for the work had been
brought along. Each officer knew exactly
what he was expected to do, and as a rule
they all successiully completed their tasks,
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It was expected that
in tapping the teiey
waa ledt, in & general
the telegraph bhusiness,

The Generay! and Kia

[ ahonld be of servica
iph wires, and to me
1wy, the oversight of

e'aff, to which I was
s¢, ride in the ex~
Imagine my sarprise sod
coming un with & party of thess
railrowd wreckers, to find that they had ex-
ceeded their insfructiony "-nl catd .-xn;;m[,
A MILE OF TELEGRAPFH POLES
to burn with their ties. They had gathered
the wirs up aod piled it in heaps on the
fires. This was exactly what [ did not wans
done. My purpose was to first tap the wires
and aftach my pocket instrument and have
some fun out of it. Another reazon for dise
| appointment was that T had dizcovered —if
not patented—n mfer and sorer method of
destroying telegraph lines. Of course a mile
of wire s more easily transported than s
mile of ruils, Two men ean carcy g Balfs
mile coil of wira, A telegraph line can be
rebuilt and used with the wire lyiog on
There
lore the eutting ont of a mile of poles was
not an effectual interruption. My plan was
—and I call attention of future war-tels
egraphers to it—to first (ake some of tha
small magnet wire, which is so thin as to ba
almost invisible, attach this to the insnlator-
hook or wire at the top of the pole, lead ths
thread of wire down the pele, imbedding it
if possible in some seam or crack to forther
concenl it, and at the botton: of the pole run
the other point of wire into the gronnd. If
this is doune, be the wire even assmall as s
silk thread, and made of copper, all eleetrie
communication i3 effetually conducted off
its channel. Each eurreat or wave or signal
sent from either side of this wire will take
the short cut and follow it to the grouad,
where it becomes lost.  Neitherside cancon-
verse or signal over sach an obsirmction, and
they do not know the charmeter or location
of the trouble, as the wire works ss usmal
Of course each operator will wonder why
the other does not T-le)l:cl tohis sigusls, and
absence is taken for gronted as the reason.

[ was supplied with a guantity of this fine
| copper wire, Finding the point nearest Gors
| donsville where the wire had not been torm
down, I attached a thread of this thin wire
to the line-wire and led it to the carth 50 as
to be concealed. I knew ‘n-.—_v well, fromy
long experiance, that the telegraph operator
at Gordensville would know from the loss
of all cirenit that the wire had been de
stroyed at some poiat, and i§ wonld beggome
his first duty to send a man oot along the
road to find oot and repair the damage.

We did not waont Gordoasville to know
that we, the Yackee raiders, were the de-
stroyers. The picce of wire which I at-
taghed to the ground made the ciresit shork
but complete, so tiat (he wire worked as
usual ap to that concealed poiat, but no
further. When the lineman should ecoms
out to repair breaks he would find the wire
broken. This he would repair speedily and
return to Gordonsville withont discovering
the little groumd-teap that I had set. In
time it wonld be diseovered by a syutem of
tedions and expensive tests from pole to pole,
but this weould probably consume several
days. A broken or desiroyed gap of wire
could be at once discovered and rebuilé
in a few hours,

Another plan, which I adopted for the firsé
time in war on this raid, was evem more
effectnal than the ground-tap, is explained
further on for the benefit of fuiure warriors.
On that same evening, at a point some dis-
tance below this destroyed gap of railroad
and telegraph wire, I drew the wire down
from a convenient pole in a secinded way-
side grove.

TAPPING THE TELEGRAPH WIRES,

It was about sundown when [, with a few
helpems, was dancing around a pole when
the General and staff rode by. Seeing us
engnged in this mysterions way, their eurie
osity was of course aroused, and we were
questioned, the General aud his entire stall
stopping to wateh the result of tapping the
rebel wires.

Unfortunately, the premature eutting of
the wires that morning had interfered with
my plans for working quietly and seeretly
in this direction. When [ got my little relay
attached to the wire, you may imagine with
what nervousness I ook hold of the adjnste
ment spring to teel for a signal from a dise
tant rebel operator, probably in Richmond,

At first there were no signs of life on'the
wire. It was while my fies was lurned away
from the instruoment, talking to General
Stoneman of the mistake of the men in cut-
ting the wire, that I heard a faint elick om
the magnet. I turned from the General
abruptly, bent my ear to the little ticker,
aad listened with every nerve and sense
strained.

A second signal was soon made, which was
lost to my ear by some loud talking among
the staff. I pervously turned to them and
ordered General Stoneman and his stalf to
“ keep still,”

That's a fact. The General laughed quietly,
bat dida’t dare to open kLis mouth again.

I made the signal for interrogation oF
question, which ail operators understand to
mean “I did not hear you,” or® What did
you say 2" The answer came back “ Sign”
which means give your signature, or your
office. T judged at once that, whoever it was,
he got wind of the raid and was suspicious,
I merely said, as any operator was likely to
do after a wire bad been interrupted,“Is
this wire O K now?” The answer cama
back from some point that I dare not af-
tempt to locate by a question: “The wire
has been down all day.”

I waa compelled to break off the talk by
wire to gratify the curiosity of the General
and staff by an explanation. I told them
that I had “got” somecbody, but did nob
know who, and was afraid to give myself
away by asking any questions. The Gen-
eral sugzested, “ You bad better say thas
the Yankees cut the wires, and that they

have been driven back home agnin.”

As suggested by the General I telegraphed:

“The wire was ent by those Yaokees om
horseback, but it's Sxed now.”

“Is that so? Who is it?™ were the quese
tions fred at me,

atiached, did not, of e
tremze advance.

tlisznust on

| trees or even fences, indry weather.
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